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Pastors Message

With God by Our Side
“even when I walk through the darkest valleys, I will fear no evil...” Psalm 23

The 23" Psalm is the most well-known Psalm of the Hebraic Psalter. It brings solace in the times of
“darkest valleys”. Our hope is that God’s living presence is with us through all we face as a community.

“The Lord is my Shepherd” is that affirmation that God “keeps us”, “looks after us” and “will protect
us”. This past Sunday I asked our community to vote to suspend our meeting together as a church for at least 2-
weeks. Prayerfully, I explained the dire emergency which would soon be upon us and we voted “unanimously”
to support our community’s health. I want to thank everyone for what | know was a difficult vote.

“I shall not want” ... at the same time, I asked everyone to be conscious of our church’s needs
financially by helping with cash flow, if people were able to help. Our contributions this week were up
substantially. I appreciate everyone’s thoughtfulness.

“He leads me beside still (quiet) waters”. This passage is recognition that “Sheep” are afraid of
being carried away in swift waters (roaring rivers), so Good Shepherd seek to provide still or quiet waters. The
Shepherd seeks out, then guides his sheep to these refreshing places. It is also a fact that, in the early morning,
when conditions are right, dew forms on grass and sheep who eat that moisture-laden grass are hydrated for the
entire day. I hope everyone is taking this time of quarantine as a “quiet time” for prayer, devotion, meditation.
In our harried lives it is rare to have time set aside for refreshment.

“He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake” means that God will open up new
ways for us to travel, leading us with ongoing presence. We will be opening a social platform (“ZO0OM”), for
people who would like to join remotely and safely (by computer). Later today, we hope to have a “trial run”,
informing anyone interested in how to ‘connect’.

“Even though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death (‘darkest valleys’), I fear no
evil, for God is with me, God’s rod and staff comfort me”. This is recognition that God’s love is with us
so there is nothing to fear. In fact, the entire 23" Psalm is in the ‘present tense’ (with the exception of the line
which is present-future tense). It says, the Living God is always present, always available as our circumstances
change. Therefore, as I explained on Sunday, there is NO need to panic ... No reason to hoard toilet paper!
God’s presence (today in medical technology, first-responders, updated information, a political body working
across the aisle (who would have thought!) is living and real. I have heard religious groups saying, “this is
God’s punishment” (to my horror); I would say, “God’s got us all thinking of our communities, the most-
vulnerable (the least of these), and our loved ones™ as never before.

“You prepare a table before me, in the presence of my enemies.” This week I witness the
adaptability and commitment of our Church in action. Paul and Sylvia Weld implemented ‘sterile procedures’
to keep our Pantry open and our community fed. People were allowed to pull up in cars, have food stuffs
available and each board and information chart signed and sterilized before being returned to the building.
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Another Pantry worker has provided food to people lost, living in their car, on Rte. 16. “Preparing the Table”
is language Shepherds know well. The go in advance of their sheep, remove the thistles, plants, and scorpion
nests that would threaten their flock, and then lead them to ‘greener pastures’.

“You anoint my head with oil, my cup runs over” is a reference to this week’s lectionary in Samuel,
when the prophet learns that David’s brothers, by outward appearance, were NOT the choice of God. God sees
the “heart of the matter”. David realizes in this Psalm, ‘God’s ways are not our ways’. God blesses David, and
will continue to bless him, in ways he cannot imagine or yet comprehend. We should not fear, for our God is at
work in our lives in miraculous ways which will be evident in the future.

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me, all the days of my life, until I dwell in the House
of the Lord, forever.” The word “shall follow” is actually more properly translated “pursued me”, as a
detective pursues the truth. ‘Goodness and Mercy’ miraculously pursue us, even when we believe we are not
worthy of it or cannot comprehend it. This is ultimate faith. We are not fearful of our world because our God
will be there in the future to bless us.

Thank you all for your continued faith and commitment,

Rev. John Hughes <P>< P> PP><<<<

When God closes a church door, He opens a browser window.

Although we are not able to gather in person for this month’s
worship services, we will indeed be able to meet at our usual time
on Sunday mornings and worship via Zoom conferencing.

If you have access to an internet browser on a computer, tablet or
phone, you will be able to participate with audio and visual. If you do
not have access to a browser you can still join us with audio only,
using any touch tone phone (cell or landline).

On Sunday before 10am:
To join via internet browser click this link CVCC Sunday Worship link

Or copy and paste the complete url address below to your browser
https://zoom.us/j/581822617?pwd=VjhDSXV2bjZhUkhUaXNBRkR2UHhUZz09

If calling in by phone, call this number: 1-646-558-8656, then
follow the prompts to enter the Meeting Number: 581-822-617 #
and the Participant ID/Password: 059484 #

That’s all there is to it. It's ok to sign in early or late.
We hope to “see” you Sunday morning.

Please note: The Phone Number is NOT Toll Free.
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The month of April has usually been our month of gifts and the gateway to Spring. We have
anticipated the gift of melting snow and ice and warmer temperatures. The gift of April
showers has always helped our landscape transform from browns and grays to a springtime of
colorful flowers and greenery. We look forward to the gift of Spring sports, a chance for family
outings and leaving our winter cabin fever behind. However, this year we are now challenged
with facing a health hazard that keeps us in our homes, at a distance from others and isolated
from family and friends.

As Easter falls on April 12", we may not be able to share the usual traditions of coloring eggs
and hunting for them, shopping for new outfits or preparing and enjoying that dinner that
includes family and friends. We will, however, still receive the greatest gift of all that makes
Easter so special---the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. Through his sacrifice, we know we
are forgiven for our sins and promised eternal life with him. WHAT A GIFT!

And so, what is the pathway we must take to be worthy of God’s gift? When Jesus’ disciples
asked what they must do to do the works God requires, Jesus replied, “The work of God is this:
to believe in the one he has sent.” (John 6:28-29) In receiving the gifts of love, grace,
forgiveness for our sins and the promise of everlasting life this Easter, we must follow the path
he has provided.

With all of our concerns today, this Easter Sunday, we pause to give thanks that we have Jesus
Christ in our lives to give us strength---our faith in him will get us through any challenges we
may face. Although we may be apart from each other, we must remember we are never alone.
We have the comfort that God is always with us and we can share that message with others!
Our work is to:

Have faith, trust in him and believe in his Word!

May the blessing of the Easter message give you comfort and hope for better days to come!
Nancy Divine

Diaconate: Louise Saxby  Dawn Vitters  Judy Workman  Suzanne Rancourt

Nancy Divine  Buel Star Alimquist-Lee ~ Mitzi Fitch  Holly Necochea




MODERATER’S MOMENT

| can remember a time when | lived in New York and my father was away in the army.

We had two massive snow storms about three days apart which closed down travel by car or
bus and even train to most of everything in town. We had so much snow that the only way out of
the house was to climb out an upper window. It took weeks to get the snow plowed on the
streets so that people could drive to a store. We were fine because we always shopped for the
month at the commissary at army posts. So, the fact that things were shut down for about two
weeks didn’t impact us at all. School was closed down, but we didn’t have remote learning
capabilities at that time. Computers at that time were the size of most ovens and phones had
rotary dials on them. But even with things bottled up with snow, people still got out and
shopped, even if they had to walk and drag a sled to the store. The only shortages in the
grocery store would be for orange juice if cold weather hit Florida and caused damage to the
orange crop.

Fast forward fifty years to today. A microscopic piece of a virus will have caused more
damage and shut down more things than all our world wars put together. Sports did get
shortened seasons because of the war, but for the most part they went on. | can never
remember a time when church was cancelled and closed for weeks and quite possibly for a
month or more especially during a time when getting close to God was a necessity. During
these strange times, we must stand together and be ready to help those in need. The greatest
fear to overcome is the fear of not knowing, for this causes irrational actions that are often
impulsive and damaging. The best that we can do is be willing to sacrifice some of our liberties
for the overall good of others. May God be near us and keep us from harm.

Carl Vitters

Bible Studies are not meeting at church this month.
Check with others in your bible study group for ZOOM meeting information.
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Conway Village Congregational Church
Mission Statement

“We are a community of faith in Jesus Christ, open to all, and by following His teachings
we willingly serve God, our neighbors and each other through worship, fellowship and ministry.”
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TRUSTEE’S MESSAGE

How our lives have changed this past month. In last month’s
newsletter, we were adding information about upcoming events and
services. Due to the Covid 19 Pandemic, the boards of the church felt it
was necessary to close the church doors to all use, including services and
events. Carl had a wonderful dinner planned for the St Patrick’s Day dinner, but it was cancelled. The
newsletter will continue to be published. We will also update the church Facebook Page, Web Site
and send out periodic email updates as needed. You can reach the church through email or phone
calls. Melody is back in the office part time. If you need anything from the church, she or whoever is
covering the office will pass along any messages to John Hughes or the appropriate committee.

The trustees sent out a letter to advise every one of these changes and to also explain the
financial concerns that we have without a steady flow of funds coming in each Sunday. If anyone has
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact a Carl or a Trustee.

The food pantry is still running every Tuesday, with the day shift only until the end of the
month. A plan is in place to hand out and provide the food safely to the clients.

The Trustees received the full inspection report from Bergeron Technical Services and have
planned the next Trustees meeting for March 31st. The meeting will include Shawn Bergeron, Josh
McAllister from HEB and the Historical Society. Discussion of the parking plan and the inspection
report are the primary focus. This meeting may have to be re-scheduled.

Hope you and your families are all healthy and safe!

TRUSTEE'S
MEETINGS

Tuesdays, 4:30 pm
April 7t & 21t

SAVE THE DATE: The trustees plan to have a Special Meeting, Sunday, July 12th, potluck after
church. The purpose of this meeting to bring all up to date on the status of the financials mid - year.
The budget for 2021 will also be presented so that everyone will know and be able to plan well in

advance for our annual Stewardship pledges.
Trustee Appeal

The Corona Virus is having an unprecedented
effect in all aspects of our lives throughout the
world. For our church family, this is reflected in
cancelled worship services and fundraising
Week of dinner. The bills still need to be paid. Our church
home is operating with a deficit budget. We ask

that you consider if you are able to contribute

Anne Getchell

ik Kim Murdoch any additional amount to the church. Whatever
you are able to do will benefit the church . Thank

4112 Anne Getchell you for your continued support. We appreciate
all that each of you do for our church home and

4/19 Nancy Divine family. Please mail checks to P.O. Box 333

Conway NH 03818 or donate online through our
website thebrownchurch.org
Thank you & God Bless You

4/26 Paul Weld

Trustees: Anne Getchell Nancy Irving Duddie Andrews John Edgerton

Nancy Divine Paul Weld Kim Murdoch Gabe Necochea
Carl Vitters, ex officio member (CVCC Treasurer)



https://www.thebrownchurch.org/

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: A lot of people in the valley have either had their hours drastically
reduced or are out of work entirely due to the Covid-19 closures. The Food Pantry is experiencing a
significant increase in clients. If you are in a position to be able to assist us we are in need of more
of the items on the following list. Food can be dropped off during office hours. Thank you

e Canned fruit e Ramen Noodles e Rice-a-Roni e Soup

¢ Pasta e Canned Beef Stew e Instant Potatoes o Coffee

e Canned beans o Ketchup e Applesauce Donations may be made at
e Hamburger Helper e Mustard e Peanut Butter Sunday worship services or
e Mayonnaise e Pancake Syrup o Jelly or Jam during regular office hours.
¢ Pancake Mix e Canned Tuna Fish e Tomato Sauce

Ovutreach Moments

This month we are looking at ways that CVCC can help the Way Station. The Way Station is a Day
Resource Center for Homeless & Housing-Insecure Residents of Mt Washington Valley. The Homeless
and Housing Insecure in the valley are invisible but they are here: Teenagers couch-surfing with
friends, families doubled up in apartments or living in hotels or cars, adults camping in the woods all
winter and people living in rough shelters without water, heat or basics. Although they do not provide
overnight shelter, they do offer access to basic services: laundry, showers, internet access, P.O. box
address for identification, toiletries, small storage lockers, emotional support, and referrals to other
services and resources.”

The Way Station is located at the Lutheran Church on Grove Street in North Conway. Rev. Nathan Hall
and Rev. Gail Doktor are the contact people for the Way Station. Hours vary depending on the
availability of volunteers. We will be looking for some items to help the Way Station in the coming
months. If you have any questions, please ask one of the Outreach Committee Members.

It takes a village to make a difference in communities and we have one of the best villages in the area.

Special Notice to Food Pantry Clients:

The day that you are scheduled to come the Pantry, if you have a COLD, COUGHING,
SNEEZING or HAVE A FEVER or not over all feeling well; PLEASE call the office to reschedule
your appointment when you are feeling better. This is requested during this time of concern
with the spread of the Corona Virus. We have to take these measures to insure the safety
and wellbeing of the Pantry clients and out Volunteers.

CVCC Food Pantry

Ovutreach Committee Open for Distribution by Appointment Only

Anne Getchell, Dawn Vitters,

Laura Sorensen, Charlyne Gray,

Shawn Sylvester & Sylvia Weld Serving Conway, Eaton, Albany and Chatham.
603-447-3851

Call to make an appointment or for more information.

Operating Hours Tuesdays 9 - 1




Medical Masks

You have probably heard that hospitals are facing
a shortage of personal protection supplies and
that people are helping by making masks. We
have contacted Memorial Hospital The hospital is
currently well stocked, Ragged Mountain
Equipment will be making masks for the hospital.
There are several clinics and care facilities in the
valley that will most likely need more masks. if
you would like to volunteer to sew masks, Vac N
Sew will be the central point of contact for
volunteers and medical facilities. They are in
some cases providing materials and can offer a
pattern and instruction. Sue Davidson, Pastor of
the Center Conway United Methodist Church is
assisting with the coordination of this effort.

Vac N Sew 447-3470
info@quiltshopnh.com
Methodist Church 447-2085
CCUMC@roadrunner.com
This link was supplied by the medical community

with video and written instructions for volunteers

https://www.deaconess.com/How-to-make-a-Face-Mask

Prayer for a Pandemic

May we who are merely inconvenienced
Remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have no risk factors
Remember those who are vulnerable

May we who have the flexibility to care for our
children when schools close
Remember those who have no options.

May we who are losing our margin money in the
tumult of the economic market
Remember those who have no margin at all.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
Remember those who have no home.

As fear grips our country Let us choose Love

During this time when we cannot physically wrap
our arms around each other,

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of
God to our neighbors.

Amen

A prayer of perspective by Cameron Bellm of Seattle.

Church Communications

Did you receive this newsletter through postal mail? If so, then we don’t have a valid email address
for you. We ask that if you do have an email address that you please subscribe to our email list. We
are using a new email distribution platform. With all that is currently going on, we are sending out
weekly email news updates regarding worship services, meetings and other church news. The
service “bulletins” will go out in this manner. If you do indeed have an email address, please go to
either the church website or Facebook page and use the subscribe to our list link. We can still mail

you a copy if you prefer, but by having your email you will receive weekly news until we are back
together in our church home. You can unsubscribe from the list at any time. Emails can be sent out
almost immediately, are more efficient, consume less resources and are less expensive than
mailing hard copies through postal mail.

PLEASE SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EMAIL LIST
Thank you



mailto:info@quiltshopnh.com
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On March 16™ upon hearing that the Dinner Bell had to cancel, we watched a community come
together to provide dinner for some folks that would have otherwise not had any. The local United
Bikers of New Hampshire crew along with some friends including Jason Sanderson, Amy

Snow, James Campbell, Andy Norcross, Elly Gray, Denise Nealley Campbell, Celeste Thorbjornsen,
Corey Lavigne, Steven Hartmann, Paul Weld, and his wonderful wife Sylvia, and supportive
appearances by Jennifer Lavigne, Chris Loomis and John Hubbard came together throughout the day.
You ran around and gave of your own time and resources and provided reassurance and support in
order to help get some eats ready for Dinner Bell folks that likely did not receive the message that
Dinner Bell would be closed. Many of you stood out in the cold with me as we provided love, light, and
nourishment to the brothers and sisters God sent our way. | am humbled and honored to call you
family. Thank you!  Dan Lavigne.

The Dinner Bell is now back open — serving take-out meals only, at the front entrance.

Thank you to Steve Graustein whose technical knowledge enabled us to get set up on the Zoom
conferencing platform. This enabled us to continue to worship “together” each Sunday via internet
browsers and telephones. Although Steve was inundated with calls from throughout the valley to
assist folks in setting up to work from home, he took the time to make sure we were set up and
ready for Sunday Worship with only two days notice. Steve has graciously volunteered to be the
\meeting host for our Sunday worship services. Thank you Steve! Y

Keep In Touch lItis nice to keep in touch with our church friends and family particularly at these
times. You should have a copy of the Church Directory with addresses and phone numbers. Also,
please keep in mind those of our congregation that are in care facilities. They are not allowing
visitors during this pandemic. Send a note or a card:

Cynthia Saxby: 93 Water Village Rd. Room 268 Ossipee NH 03864
Barbara Barker, Brad Bemis and Anna Hill at Mineral Springs
Mineral Springs 1251 White Mountain Highway, North Conway, NH 03860
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SAVE THE DATES!

May 16th - Spring Fling . » ES
Plant & Bake Sale S%ﬂng .
Live Band - Clayfoot ,!!ng CVCC Prayer List
: :,._*f‘ 25 s Colleen Albert
- The Belcher Famil
. e
g July 4th Parade Concession d
o Mary Chesley
p Alice Clapp
ﬁzAug ust 7th Turkey Dinner Cathy & Denis Currier
Steven Curtis

4 mfﬁ‘m‘tmm 3
e ) Elise Keeney Edgerton
October 4" — 11 Fryeburg Fair

Apple Crisp

Kerri Edwards

Linda Frechette

Family of David Hobbs

Polly Miller

Cheri & Kraig Paisley Family

November 19" — 21t Holiday
Fair

Shirley Saunders & Family

Chuck Selmi

Ruth Ward

Jonie Aspinalt

December 5 Tree Lighting

Lisa Home

April Birthdays Brad Bemis

Lycia Marley

14" Dana Jones
15" Lewis Busell

16"  Bill Weiss

Please Pray for:
All those affected by Covid19

US Servicemembers

20" Megan Vitters
215 Judy Workman
24™  Ciarra McLlarky
.26™  Anne Getchell

30" Suzanne Rancourt

Health Care Workforce
Emergency Personnel

Our Nation

All People around the world
Our Planet
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That they may all be one
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Please visit our new website at thebrownchurch.org
For regular updates please Like and Follow our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/TheBrownChurchConwayNH/
and subscribe to our Email list.

We have added a page to our website Faith Seeds. This page currently contains a Daily Bible Verse, the
UCC Daily Devotional and the UCC Weekly Seeds (Liturgy). We hope that you will find these resources
beneficial particularly during this trying time while we are not able to gather regularly with our church family.
We also hope you will continue to enjoy them after this storm has passed.

Faith Seeds for Spiritual Growth ~_food
soul |

This photo was taken as a greeting (why we’re waving) to send to Lisa Horne.
We hope this brings a smile to your face.
Think of each other and pray for each other while we are not able to gather in person for fellowship.



http://www.thebrownchurch.org/faith-seeds/
https://www.facebook.com/TheBrownChurchConwayNH/

CVCC On-Going Church Activities

Day/Date Time

¢+ Sunday s 9:00am
* 10:00am
* 7:00pm

Event
* Choir Pradice
* Worship Service
+ AA - Primary Purpose

* Monday |e 5:00-6:00pm

* 6:00pm

¢ Dinner Bell

* Diaconate Meeting - First Monday of the month

¢ Tuesday |e 9:00-11:30am

* Food Paniry Open every Tuesday

* 4:00pm + Quireach - Third Tuesday of the month

* 5:00pm + Trustees Meeting 15" & 3'9 Tuesday of the month

* 5:00-7:00pm | Food Pantry Open (Every other Tuesday)

* 7:00pm * Cabinet Meefing - Quarterly on 3'rd Tuesday of month
* Wed * 5:15-6:30pm |« Weight Waichers

* 6:00-7:00pm |« AA - A Way of Life

* Thursday |* 9:30am

+ Women's Bible Study Group

Conway Village
Congregational

Church
United Church of Christ
PO Box 333,

132 Main Street
Conway, NH 03818

Email
info@thebrownchurch.or

g

Website
www.thebrownchurch.org
Phone: 603-447-3851

Minister:
Rev. lohn G. Hughes

Minister of Music: Roger
5. Miklos

Moderator
Carl Vitters

Admin. Asst./Bookkeeper
Melody Bergman

# T2:00pm # Aj-Anon

* 6:00pm * Choir Pracdtice

* 7:30pm * AA - Mi. Washingfon Valley Big Book Step Study
* Friday * 8:00-9:00am |« Men's Bible Study & Breakfast

+ 12:00-1:00pm

+ Mountain Top Music—First Friday of the month

* Safurday |e ?:00am

* AA Good Morning Group

CVCC Book Club

Postponed until further notice
(allows you more time to read the book)

Caleb's Crossing |

By Geraldine Brooks
Read the book
Join the group

All Are Welcome!
Conference Room

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Geraldine
Brooks

wntbor of THE SECRET CHORD «nd MARCH,

-
SX1.F.B'S

CROSSING

S0

CVCC Office Hours
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Monday, Tuesday,

Thursday & Friday
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

A richly imagined new novel from the
author of the New York Times
bestseller, People of the Book.

Once again, Geraldine Brooks
takes a remarkable shard of history and
brings it to vivid life. In 1665, a young
man from Martha's Vineyard became
the first Native American to graduate
from Harvard College. Upon this slender
factual scaffold, Brooks has created a
luminous tale of love and faith,
magic and adventure.




SUN MON  TUE  WED FRI | SAT
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
103m Zoom Dinner Be" Food Pantry 9:00 Women’s Bible Men's Bible
Worship 5-6 pm -11:30am Study 9:30 am Study 8 am
Meeting .
&5:00-7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Zoom Trustees & bpm
Diaconate Meetings.
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10am Zoom Dinner Bell Women's Bible | Men’s Bible
Worship 5-6 pm Food Pantry Study 9:30am | study 8 am
Meeting 9:00AM- 1:00PM
PALM SUNDAY GOOD FRIDAY
OUTREACH 4:30
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10am Zoom Dinner Bell Women's Bible Men’s Bible
Worship 5-6 pm Food Pantry Study 9:30am | gydy 8 am
Meeting 9:00AM- 1:00PM Choir Rehearsal
6pm
EASTER TRUSTEES 4:30
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10am Zoom DinnerBell Women.’s Bible | Men’s Bible
Worship 5-6 pm Food Pantry Study 9:30am | stydy 8 am
Meeti . _1-
eeting 9:00AM- 1:00PM Choir Rehearsal
6pm
26 27 28 29 30 Meetings & Bible Studies
Dinner Bell will be Zoom meetings
\lA(l)jthioom 5-6 pm F?Od Pant.ry this month. For more info
nip 9:00AM- 1:00PM contact the church or a
Meeting

TRUSTEES 4:30

member of the committee
or group.




